Friday, June 15, 2007


CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS COMMITTEE REPORT

Resolution adopted at June 2, 2006 USW Local 9265 Conference Day:
Where as Article III of the By-Laws of Local 9265 of the Steelworkers was mandated at the formation of the AFL-CIO. The above mandate of the AFL-CIO was removed in the late nineties. Also, a number of affiliates began removing these mandates as early as the eighties,
Also, where as the International changed the above noted Article this year removing the words Communist Party and Klu Klux Klan,
Be it also noted that Article 9K states that “deliberately engaging in conduct in violation of responsibility of members towards the organization as an institution,” and Article 10 provides for Trials,
Be it resolved that the Officers and the By-Laws Committee take all necessary actions to remove Article 111, Section 3 from Local 9265’s By-Laws.

Be it further resolved that if the International refuses to permit such removal, that the Local agree to such language as to be consistent with the new working in the International By-Laws. 

Consistent with the June 2006 resolution adopted by Local 9265 membership, this Committee proposes the deletion of Article III, Section 3. In the alternative, if the proposed deletion is disallowed by the USW International, then our existing Bylaws would be revised to be consistent with the International Bylaws and would read as follows:

ARTICLE III   Eligibility

Section 3. No person shall be eligible for membership, or for nomination or election or appointment to, or hold any office, or position, or serve on any Committee in the International Union or in this Local Union or to serve as a delegate therefrom who is a member, consistent supporter of, or who actively participates in, the activities of any hate based-racist, terrorist, or other organization which advocates violence to affect government policy or to oppose the Communist Party, Ku Klux Klan, or of any fascist, totalitarian, or other subversive organization which opposes the democratic principles to which our Nation and our Union are dedicated.

This eligibility requirement shall be in addition to any other eligibility requirement imposed by any other Article or Section of the International Constitution or of these By-Laws.

In addition, the Committee proposes a few minor housekeeping changes to the Local 9265 Bylaws. We propose to replace all references to United Steelworkers of America to read simply “United Steelworkers”. These changes will be made in Article 1, 2, 5, Section 5.b.
Respectfully submitted,

Arlene Zilkowski and Josephine Rice
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